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Strengthened by generous and ongoing support from our local community and beyond, 
the Lee Richardson Zoo registered another tremendous year of progress, including improvements 
to our facility, conservation successes with our animal collection, record high attendance for our 
quality educational programming, and a diverse array of recreational opportunities for our 
visitors.  2009 was busy and productive, in spite of, or perhaps as a result of, the challenges we 
face economically.     

 
We recorded a significant increase in visitation this year, up nearly ten percent, or about 

17,000 people, over 2008.  Enjoying a increased level of “stay-cations,”  198,731 visitors flocked 
to the zoo to enjoy the antics of our three lion cubs, the debut of a giant anteater, and all the other 
delights found on our fifty acres.  Vehicle surveys identified visitors from forty-four states and 
two foreign countries.  Our Education Division served 33,605 people through 1,081 formal and 
informal programming opportunities.  While our on-site programs attracted constituents from a 
four state area, virtual field trips offered through video-conferencing technology reached students 
as far away as Canada, New England, and the Northwest U.S.  Our Distance Learning programs 
reached an additional 5,000 students over 2008, for a total of 11,937 people receiving programs 
in 2009.  Our dedicated staff and volunteers help fulfill our mission by inspiring and educating 
people nationwide.  Using intriguing animal ambassadors, we help youth embrace learning in a 
variety of subject matters, develop an appreciation for our natural world, and cultivate a sense of 
stewardship for the environment that sustains them.   

 
A diverse animal collection of species from around the globe draws visitors to the zoo for 

education, recreation and relaxation, helping us to support conservation of those species here at 
the zoo and in the wild.  This year our staff supported conservation and research projects led by 
colleagues at other facilities by supplying data, biological materials, and photographs, thus 
adding to the general body of knowledge about our animals, and improving the standard of care 
for the species in our collection.  Additionally, $2,855 in funds generated through animal food 
vending machines allowed us to financially support conservation projects protecting vanishing 
species in Madagascar, wild elephants in Africa, research on a deadly virus impacting elephants 
in the wild and captivity, and development of our new wetland at the duck pond.    

 
June saw the beginning of three construction projects in the zoo, all of which were near 

completion at the close of the year.  These included an addition to the Finnup Center, the 
construction of a new South American Pampas barn, and the expansion of our Siamang barn.  
The Pampas barn construction will add building with much needed heat, lighting and sewer 
utilities, replacing an old and inadequate facility currently housing our tapir, anteater, alpaca, 
cavies, and rheas.  Upon completion, it will also accommodate a species new to the zoo, Maned 
wolves.  The Siamang expansion will provide these human-like primates with much improved 
night quarters, and enable us to acquire a new male to once again breed this endangered species.  

 
Each and every day of the year, our animal care staff ensures that the needs of our 

animals are provided for.  Beyond the basics of food, water and shelter, our keepers are attuned 
to detecting and interpreting the subtle signs of the animals in their care, which may indicate 



illness, injury, pregnancy, impending birth or other conditions.  The animal staff is challenged 
daily with issues related to health, breeding, compatibility, housing, containment, and husbandry 
of animals which may range from large to small, tame to dangerous, and reclusive to aggressive.  
The animals are generally unpredictable, and frequently reluctant to accept or appreciate our 
ministrations.  Regardless, our staff rises to the occasion daily, providing the professional and 
impassioned care that is expected by our visiting public.    
 

All of our achievements at the zoo are the result of great cooperation between our 
divisions and other city departments, and little of what we accomplish through our 
administrative, animal and education divisions and FOLRZ, would be possible without the skills 
and assistance of the Maintenance Division.  Constantly in demand to find creative solutions to 
challenges relating to animal exhibits, animal transfers, visitor amenities, appearance of the 
grounds, and staff and public safety, the maintenance crew is limited only by the hours in a day.  
Their care and preparation of the zoo grounds is constantly remarked upon by visitors, and has 
earned our reputation as an oasis on the plains.  They are involved in the planning and 
implementation of construction projects of all sizes, they undertake a multitude of diverse 
repairs, install playground equipment, bronze statuary, fences, irrigation systems, and light poles, 
and ensure that our facility is safe for staff, visitors, and animals alike.  They take great pride in 
the reputation of the zoo, and the quality and quantity of their work bears that out.     

 
General visitation and special events at the zoo this year attracted many guests.  Events 

included the Annual FOLRZ Membership dinner, Animal Attractions (Valentine dinner), the 
Member’s Behind the Scenes tour, A Wild Affair, Earth Day, summer zoo camps, BOO! At The 
Zoo!, and the wildly popular Cat Tales theater production, which raised $25,000 for Cat Canyon.  
We supported the efforts of other community events including the Tumbleweed Festival, Federal 
Junior Duck Stamp display, the July 4th Municipal Band concert, KSU Landscape Seminar, swim 
meets, and numerous runs, walks and triathlons by YMCA, Mosaic, Laura’s Legacy, GCRC and 
other organizations.   

 
Our talented and dedicated staff is supported by a host of volunteers ranging from trained 

Docents serving the education division to the FOLRZ Board of Directors and the city’s Zoo 
Advisory Board.  Volunteers make possible many programs and events that would not be 
feasible if we had to rely solely on paid staff.  These efforts by staff and volunteers are the 
foundation of the respected reputation that the zoo enjoys, and the pride that our community has 
in the Lee Richardson Zoo.  

 
Kathy Sexson 
Director    
 

 Cat Tales 
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     This chart illustrates our attendance from 1997 to 2009. Years with higher visitation 
generally reflect the opening of a new, major exhibit, such as in 1998 when Wild Asia opened 
and 2005 which was the first season for the Kansas Waters Exhibit.   
       Attendance in 2009 was up nearly 10%, most likely due to “ stay-cations”  and animal 
attractions that included the debut of a giant anteater and the birth of three lion cubs. 

 



 

     

 To instill appreciation and encourage stewardship 
of the Earth's natural treasures through the 

exhibition, conservation and interpretation of wildlife.  
              

  2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

  
Animals in 
Collection 

Species/ 
Specimens 

Species/ 
Specimens 

Species/ 
Specimens 

Species/ 
Specimens 

Species/ 
Specimens 

 
   Mammals 44/129 46/119 39/109 49/115 47/112 
  Birds 62/137 58/133 49/112 51/109 49/106 
  Reptiles 16/22 17/23 15/21 15/20 14/21 
  Amphibians 5/9 5/11 5/9 4/8 5/10 
  Invertebrates 7/88 4/50 3/25 3/33 4/16 
  Total 134/385 130/336 111/276 122/285 119/265 
 
  Conservation      
 Contributions $2,771.00 $2,278.00 $2,017.00 $2,223.00 $2,855.00 
       
  Membership           
  Households 1275 1400 1283 1325 1212 
 

  Education 
Participants/ 

Programs 
Participants/ 

Programs 
Participants/ 

Programs 
Participants/ 

Programs 
Participants/ 

Programs 
 Formal Onsite 8,254/413 6,011/317 6,674/372 7,606/364 6,467/524 

 
Distance 
Learning 3,509/136 9,313/297 9,207/249 6,779/221 11,937/370 

 Formal Offsite 11,084/187 4,324/147 5,026/169 7,279/218 5,212/140 

 
Informal 

Programs 6,774/209 5,958/102 5,247/112 7,622/74 9,989/47 
 
  Total  29,621/945 25,603/863 26,154/902 29,286/877 33,605/1,081 
  Attendance           

  
Total 

Attendance 209,785 200,003 190,530 181,559 198,731 

  
Free 

Admissions 177,454 162,805 151,310 154,508 168,438 
       
 

  

New Exhibits Swift Fox Elephant Barn 
Renovation 

New Bridge at 
Duckpond 

Strategic Plan 
Completed 

Giant 
Anteater 

  

Restroom 
Refurbishing 

Recycled Tire 
Mulch at 

Playground 

Zoo's 80th 
Birthday 

Celebration 

Cell Phone 
Tour Initiated 

Wetland at 
Duckpond 

  

   Sloth 
Bears/Red 

Ruffed 
Lemurs 

Construction 
begun at 

FCCE, SAP, 
Siamang 

  

   Rubber Floor 
in Elephant 

Barn 

 



 

 
2009 Education Year  in Review 

 
Staff 

·  Staff attended various professional development workshops including grant writing, 
Photoshop, Access, FrontPage, and AZA National Conference 

·  Instituted a new program template used for all new and special request programs 
·  Curator of Education attended Conservation Education School in Wheeling, WV  

 
Projects 

·  New graphics completed for state champion tree, new entrance gate rates, way-
finding, cell phone tour, stork, sloth bear, and numerous aviary birds 

·  Junior Duck Stamp Display in Finnup Center lobby in July and August 
·  Established a teacher advisory board for education initiatives  
·  Applied for funding of cell phone tour service (money received in 2010) 
·  Research of equipment for new distance learning studio 

 
Events 

·  Valentine' s event sold out, raising $500 for education supplies and materials 
·  Hosted successful Earth Day event with an attendance of 1,211 and 19 exhibits 
·  Assisted with annual Behind The Scenes tour for FOLRZ 
·  Provided Discovery Carts at Tumbleweed Festival, Wild Affair, and BOO! at the Zoo 
·  Hosted a Teacher Appreciation Open House  
·  Hosted 30 docents from Cheyenne Mountain Zoo 

 
Programs 

·  Completed docent training with 3 new individuals  
·  Cell phone tour signs redesigned and placed on grounds, usage increased by 10% 
·  Conducted five sessions of zoo camp 

o Collaborated with Sternberg Museum for one camp on animals of ancient KS 
·  Docent Continuing Education trip taken to Rolling Hills and Sedgwick County Zoo 
·  Participated in GEMS training at GCCC 
·  Many awards presented to docents for outstanding service 

o Saw a 10% increase in docent hours and programs 
·  Presented at a SW Kansas literacy conference for teachers 
·  Hosted KACEE Project Learning Tree professional development workshop  
·  Distance Learning programs lengthened to 45 minutes for new 2010 fee policy 
·  Year end program totals were 1,081 Formal & Informal programs and 44 loans 

serving 33,605 people. (Formal Onsite = 6,467, Distance Learning = 11,937, Formal 
Offsite = 5,212, Informal Programs = 9,989)   

ƒ Increase of 3,709 people and 204 programs overall  
ƒ Distance Learning programs served 5,158 additional students 

 
Michelle Mills 
Curator  of Education 
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Participation in Education Programs 1992-2009
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Comparison of Program Types by Year
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Animal Division 
 
 Undeniably, the highlights for 2009 would be our lion cubs, the debut of a giant anteater, 
and three construction projects (a new South American Pampas barn, an expanded Siamang 
building, and an addition to the Finnup Center).  While the cubs delight our visitors as they chase 
and tumble around in the yard or catch a cat nap, they also signify our commitment to the long 
term conservation of the species.  Each of the construction projects also speaks to Lee 
Richardson Zoo' s commitment to conservation, inspiration and education, as well as to the 
welfare of the animal collection. 
 
 Even though the cubs garnered most of the attention as far as the animal collection goes, 
there were a number of other notable occurrences during 2009.  Abdim' s storks and Scarlet-
chested parakeets appeared at the zoo for the first time.  A Fairy bluebird and Luzon bleeding 
heart doves returned to the collection after several years absence.  Our black-necked swans, boat-
billed heron and cattle egrets moved on to other zoos to supplement their breeding programs 
while freeing up room for the other birds already here at the zoo, or for new species.  Toward the 
end of the year we said farewell to both of our Siberian tigers, two of our more aged residents, 
due to health-related issues.  The circle of life was very obvious throughout the year with new 
animals coming from other facilities, joeys (baby kangaroos) being born, little blue heron chicks 
fledging and taking those first flights out of the trees, a female rhea laying her first egg and yes, 
some animals passing away or moving on to other zoos. 
 
 More subtle highlights for the animal division would be a new portable x-ray machine, 
the first attempt that we know of to repair the broken elbow of a giant anteater, and hormone 
therapy to facilitate in antler growth for our male elk.  A much needed larger walk-in 
freezer/cooler combo is now part of our commissary arsenal due to the generous donation of a 
local benefactor.  A fire hose bed (constructed by our maintenance foreman) was designed for 
the lion cubs, giving them the option of sharing the higher perch with mom, or utilizing their 
own sturdy but softer perch just off the floor when indoors.  We racked our brains, searched the 
shelves, and queried colleagues as we explored numerous diet options for various animals that 
were being very persnickety when it came to eating.  Modifications to add a zero-depth entry to 
the flamingo pool happily resulted in the flamingos actually using their pool. 
       
 Staff members were again able to take advantage of opportunities to exchange 
information and gather knowledge to benefit the zoo and staff through various professional 
conferences and participation on various committees (AZA national and mid-year conferences, 
AAZV conference, Taxon Advisory Groups, Species Survival Plan committees, City of Garden 
City Ad Hoc committee).  The keepers made an investment of time and effort to charter a new 
chapter of their professional association, the American Association of Zoo Keepers (AAZK).   
 
 As 2010 begins, we look forward to the completion of the construction projects currently 
underway, progressing with Cat Canyon, and continuing to make Lee Richardson Zoo a jewel in 
southwest Kansas.  
 
 
Kr isti Newland 
General Curator  
 



Animal Inventory, December 31, 2009 

1.2.3 = 1 male, 2 female, 3 unknown 

Common Name Beginning 
Status 

Births Acquisitions Deaths Dispositions Ending 
Status 

REPTILES &  
AMPHIBIANS 

      

Common emperor 
scorpion 

  0.0.3 0.0.2  0.0.1 
 

Texas tan 
tarantula 

0.1.0      0.1.0 

Madagascar 
hissing 
cockroach 

0.0.28     0.0.15    0.0.13 

Sonoran centipede   0.0.1   0.0.1 
Giant African 
millipede 

0.0.4       0.0.4     

Barred tiger 
salamander 

0.0.2       0.0.2 

Woodhouse' s 
toad 

0.0.2       0.0.2 

White' s tree frog 0.0.3   0.0.1  0.0.2  0.0.2 
Plains spadefoot 
toad 

0.0.1  0.0.2 0.0.1  0.0.2 

Northern leopard 
frog 

   0.0.4   0.0.2  0.0.2 

Ornate box turtle 1.0.1       1.0.1 
African spurred 
tortoise 

0.2.0       0.2.0 

Desert tortoise 1.1.0     1.1.0 
Bearded dragon 0.1.0      0.1.0 
Tokay gecko 2.0.0   1.0.0  1.0.0 
Henkel' s leaf-
tailed gecko 

1.0.0    1.0.0    

Great plains skink 0.0.1      0.0.1 
Boa constrictor 1.1.1     1.1.1 
Rosy boa 0.0.1     0.0.1 
Racer 0.0.1     0.0.1 
Western hognose 
snake 

0.1.0  0.0.1   0.1.1 

Plains hognose 
snake 

0.0.1   0.0.1    

California 
kingsnake 

   0.1.0     0.1.0 

Milksnake 0.0.1     0.0.1 
Bullsnake 0.0.1  0.0.2  0.0.1 0.0.2 
Plains gartersnake 1.0.0     1.0.0 



Common Name Beginning 
Status 

Births Acquisitions Deaths Dispositions Ending 
Status 

BIRDS       
Greater rhea 2.1.0      2.1.0 
Emu 1.3.0     1.3.0 
Cattle egret 3.4.0      3.4.0   
Boat-billed heron 1.0.0       1.0.0   
Little blue heron 2.1.0  0.2.0   0.1.0  2.2.0 
Hammerkop 1.1.0      1.1.0 
White-bellied 
stork 

  0.4.0   0.4.0 

White stork 2.0.0      1.0.0 1.0.0 
Chilean flamingo 5.1.0       5.1.0 
Bar-headed goose 1.1.0     1.1.0 
Trumpeter swan 1.1.0     1.1.0 
Black-necked 
swan 

1.1.0       1.1.0   

Mandarin duck 1.1.0     1.1.0 
Crested duck 1.0.0    1.0.0    
Ruddy duck 4.1.0       4.1.0 
Turkey vulture 1.0.1      1.0.1 
Golden eagle 1.0.0   1.0.0    
Red-tailed hawk 0.0.1      0.0.1 
Northern bald 
eagle 

0.1.0       0.1.0 

Mississippi Kite 0.0.1     0.0.1 
Japanese silkie 
chicken 

0.2.0        0.2.0 

Temminck' s 
tragopan 

1.1.0        1.1.0 

Stanley crane 0.1.0      0.1.0 
Demoiselle crane 1.1.0      0.1.0  1.0.0 
Indian sarus crane 1.1.0     1.1.0 
Hooded crane 1.1.0      1.1.0 
East African 
crowned crane 

1.1.0       1.1.0 

Nicobar pigeon 1.0.0  0.2.0    1.2.0 
Speckled pigeon 3.4.0  0.1.0   0.1.0   3.4.0 
Bleeding-heart 
dove 

  0.2.0   0.2.0 

Crested quail 
dove 

1.0.0      1.0.0 

Ringed turtle 
dove 

0.1.1      0.1.1 

Fischer' s lovebird 0.1.0      0.1.0 
Peach-faced 
lovebird 

1.0.0     1.0.0 



Common Name Beginning 
Status 

Births Acquisitions Deaths Dispositions Ending 
Status 

Scarlet-chested 
parrot 

  1.1.0   1.1.0 

Lady Ross'  
plantain-eater 

1.1.0      1.1.0 

Gold Coast turaco 1.0.0     1.0.0 
Guira cuckoo 0.2.0      0.2.0 
Roadrunner 1.2.0     0.1.0  1.1.0 
Short-eared owl 1.0.0     1.0.0 
Burrowing owl 0.1.0        0.1.0 
Eastern screech 
owl 

0.0.1       0.0.1 

Laughing 
kookaburra 

1.1.0      1.1.0 

Bearded barbet 1.1.0       1.1.0 
Collared Finch-
billed bulbul 

4.0.0    1.0.0  3.0.0 

Fairy bluebird 1.0.0      1.0.0 
Blue-faced 
honeyeater 

  0.3.0   0.3.0 

Yellow-billed 
cardinal 

0.1.0       0.1.0 

Taveta golden 
weaver 

2.0.0      2.0.0 

Violet-backed 
starling 

1.0.0       1.0.0 

Emerald starling 1.0.0     1.0.0 
Bali mynah 4.1.0 0.0.3    0.0.3  1.0.0 3.1.0 
Superb starling 2.1.0     2.1.0 
Red-billed blue 
magpie 

0.2.0      0.2.0 

MAMMALS       
Red kangaroo 9.11.0 1.3.1  0.1.0 0.1.0 7.1.0 3.13.1 
Hedgehog  2.0.0         2.0.0 
Red ruffed lemur 1.2.0    0.1.0  1.1.0 
Pygmy slow loris 1.1.0      1.1.0 
Goeldi' s monkey 2.0.0     2.0.0 
Spider monkey 1.1.0     1.1.0 
Lion-tailed 
macaque 

1.2.0     0.1.0   1.1.0 

Siamang 0.2.0     0.2.0 
Giant anteater  1.0.0       1.0.0 
Ord' s kangaroo 
rat 

 0.1.0        0.1.0 

Roof Rat 0.2.0    0.2.0    



       

Common Name Beginning 
Status 

Births Acquisitions Deaths Dispositions Ending 
Status 

Chinchilla 0.3.0       0.3.0 
Patagonian cavy 2.0.0      2.0.0 
Swift fox 1.1.0         1.1.0 
Red panda 1.1.0      1.1.0 
Sloth bear 2.0.0      2.0.0 
North American 
river otter 

1.1.0       1.1.0 

Black-footed ferret 1.0.0       1.0.0 
Bobcat 1.1.0     1.1.0 
Puma 1.0.0      1.0.0 
African lion 1.2.0  2.1.1   0.0.1    3.3.0 
Jaguar 0.2.0     0.2.0 
Amur leopard 1.0.0       1.0.0 
Amur tiger 2.0.0    2.0.0     
Snow leopard 1.1.0       1.1.0 
African elephant 0.2.0     0.2.0 
Baird' s tapir 1.0.0      1.0.0 
Black rhinoceros 1.0.0     1.0.0 
Bactrian camel 1.2.0       0.1.0 1.1.0 
Dromedary camel 1.2.0     1.0.0  0.2.0 
Alpaca 4.4.0  1.2.0     0.1.0 5.5.0 
Reticulated 
giraffe 

3.1.0        1.0.0 2.1.0 

Spotted deer 0.1.0      0.1.0 
Red deer 1.1.0     1.1.0 
American elk 0.1.0         0.1.0 
Nelson' s elk 0.1.0     0.1.0 
Pere David' s deer 1.2.0       1.2.0 
Chinese muntjac 6.1.0     1.0.0  5.1.0 
Pronghorn 1.5.0  2.0.0   2.0.0   1.5.0 
Prairie bison 1.1.0         1.1.0 
Gaur 1.0.0        1.0.0 
Domestic yak 0.1.0        0.1.0 
Central Chinese 
goral 

0.1.0      0.1.0 

Karakul sheep 0.1.0     0.1.0 
Addax 3.1.0       3.1.0 
TOTAL 125.113.53 6.9.5 1.14.14 11.9.29 15.8.3 106.119.40 

 



 Maintenance Division  
 
Major  Projects 

 
·  A directional bor ing project upgraded insufficient electrical service to several Wild Asia 

barns.  Routing the power from a different transformer provided increased service to the 
leopard and crane barns, freeing up that power for other barns still on the original Wild 
Asia circuit.  It also enabled us to add three refurbished street light poles at the triangle 
parking lot, inside Wild Asia, and near the entrance to Kansas Waters.  These fixtures 
helped greatly with evening lighting needs for the increasing number of after-hours 
events and event set up.     

·  Staff provided assistance in numerous ways to contractors working on the Finnup 
Center  expansion, the South Amer ican Pampas barn, and the Siamang barn in Wild 
Asia.  This included fence and irrigation relocation and removal, tree and shrub removal, 
construction of temporary gates and access, and electrical service access.   

·  Construction of a new pr imate viewing area fence featured new posts, cargo net fencing 
and three keeper access gates.  Lower profile plants and a drip system were also added. 

·  Design, fabrication and installation of seven way-finding stations throughout the zoo.  
·  Design, fabrication and installation of a new donation kiosk near the vehicle exit gate. 
·  A new freezer -cooler  unit was donated and installed on a new concrete dock at the 

maintenance shop.  The crew replaced or repaired various components of the freezer to 
make it operable, including a new door, door latches, and connection to electrical service.  
Crane services to set the freezer were donated by Panhandle Steel, while the freezer was 
donated by Gail Lee.   

 
Miscellaneous Projects 

 
·  Trees were removed along the south perimeter fence to prepare for the asphalt walking 

path beside the road.  Many trees were pruned or removed throughout the zoo where they 
posed safety or maintenance issues.     

·  Two large dead trees were placed in the lion yard for enrichment furniture with the 
assistance of the crane that was here to set the freezer. 

·  A small donated storage shed was set in the Wild Asia service area, and an old FOLRZ 
shed was refurbished to hold irrigation and plumbing supplies at the shop.  

·  Extensive lighting and electrical repairs, upgrades and replacements were done 
throughout the year, including replacement of light ballasts in the elephant and giraffe 
barns, new light fixtures and several receptacles in the Safari Shoppe, replacement of the 
step lights in the Lecture Hall, and many receptacles and lights in Wild Asia barns, the 
Finnup Center, and zoo-wide.  As the opportunity arose, we replaced many ballasts with 
more efficient electronic models.  

·  Contractors replaced hail damaged roofs on the giraffe barn and viewing area, the flat and 
asphalt roofs of the lion barn, the maintenance shop, and the quarantine building.   

·  Maintenance replaced a skylight in the African Plains barn, and hooked up an exhaust fan 
near the skylight that was added in the lion barn. 

·  The City Street concrete crew installed a new ADA access ramp at the FOLRZ office. 



·  Numerous poles and fence panels were replaced in the North American Plains fence.  
·  The fence around the locomotive was removed for powder coating, but was determined 

not to be suitable for painting, so it will be replaced.   
·  A den door at tigers was heightened, and the cubbing den was connected to the lion yard 

for access in anticipation of the birth of lion cubs. 
·  The crew built and installed a fire hose bed for lions, four hot boxes for winter bird 

shelters in three aviaries, and a special feeder for the anteater. 
·  The crew installed automatic water bowls in the lion barn; repaired the duck pond 

aerator; installed a third duck feeder at the waterfall; replaced hydrants at SAP, COA, and 
AP; added an ultra-violet light at the otter ozone area; and set a bronze cat statue at the 
future Cat Canyon site. 

·  Assisted with construction of the duck pond wetlands as needed.  

 
Ongoing Maintenance 
·  Sign installation this year included the previously mentioned way-finding signs, four new 

map signs and eight map advertisements, Safari Shoppe promotional signs in the main 
parking lot, street signs, admission gate signs with updated fees, the State Champion tree 
sign, and various animal graphics.   

·  The crew helped prepare for and clean up after Tumbleweed Festival, A Wild Affair, 
Earth Day, Cat Tales, Boo! At the Zoo, Laura' s Legacy Run, and 4th of July. 

·  Other projects included repairing hot wire in the elephant barn after it was damaged by 
the elephants, trouble-shooting hot-wire issues in the bear exhibit, miscellaneous painting 
projects, compost pile management, making crates for animal transfers, installing a new 
water heater in the curator' s office, mowing, weeding, fertilizing, pest control, installing 
“House Sensors”  in the quarantine building and lion barn, conducting weapons team 
practices, replacing the gas heater in the flamingo barn, and maintaining other heating 
and AC equipment around the zoo. 

 
Hiram Thoman 
Maintenance Foreman 

 

 
Wetland Project 


